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The prelude is a �me of 
transi�on, from hurried lives into 
the eternal presence of God. At 
the sound of the bells, we invite 
you to make this a �me of 
prayerful prepara�on for 
worship. Our service is live-
streamed and recorded. Your 
par�cipa�on is your consent  to 
be recorded.

+all are invited to rise in body or in 
spirit.

You are invited to read aloud the 
words in bold.

Sing! a new crea�on -  located in 
the rack under the pew (green)
Glory to God Hymnal (purple)

One License.net #A701702                     
CCLI License #1675218

Confession is a hallmark of the 
Reformed tradi�on. We believe 
that it is important to begin 
worship by confessing the ways 
we’ve fallen short of God’s 
inten�on for us.

Trus�ng in the everlas�ng mercy 
of God, each confession is 
concluded by the Assurance of 
Pardon, a liturgical reminder that 
no sin is so powerful as to keep 
us from the love of God.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

PRELUDE  Advent Voices   Kathleen Wissinger
 Incorpora�ng "O Come, O Come Emmanuel" and "Prepare the Way, O Zion"

Handbell Choir

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY (Responsive)
Rita Jennings, liturgist; Mikey Jensen and Sonora Schleifer, candlelighters

   In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of joy? 
   We see glimmers of joy in birthday candles and homemade cards.

We see joy in the laughter of children and the delight of grandparents.   
We see joy in meals around the table and in the singing of Christmas songs.  
You are right. Even in a fearful world, joy is all around us. 
Today we light the candle of joy as a reminder of this good news. 
May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, joy is here. 
Joy is real. We only have to look for it.  
Thanks be to God for that good news! Amen.

+GATHERING SONGS     Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Glory to God Hymnal #82
                                Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn  Glory to God Hymnal #107

+CALL TO WORSHIP
Jeremiah said, “I am only a boy.” 
Moses said, “Who am I to do this work?” 
Mary said, “How can this be?” 
We o�en say, “But God, I am afraid.”
Even when we are afraid, God invites us closer. 
So may we trust the Inviter. 
May we heed God’s invita�on. 
May we summon our courage and sing God’s praise.
Let us worship our courageous, invi�ng, calling God. Amen!

+CALL TO CONFESSION 

+PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Courageous God, you invite us to live into our call. 
You invite us to act, to serve, and to trust.
Instead of responding with a resounding “yes,” we o�en hide our face. 
We dig our heels in. 
We look for someone else to volunteer. 
Spark courage in us. 
Remind us that every person is capable of making a difference. 
Remind us that even when we’re scared, we are not alone. 
You invite us forward. 
With baby steps we hope, we pray, amen. 

+ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsive)
Family of faith, 
no ma�er where your path has led you in the past, today is a new day. 
So join me in declaring this good news: 
We are known. We are forgiven! We are sent to serve. 
May we step forward in faith, always moving closer to God’s call. Amen. 



+PRAYER RESPONSE   There is a Redeemer Glory to God Hymnal #443
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son;
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.

Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your Son,
and leaving your Spirit �ll the work on earth is done.

+PASSING OF THE PEACE

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON   Jeremiah 1:4-10
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 
the na�ons.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am 
only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy,’ for you shall go to 
all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be 
afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out 
his hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words 
in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over na�ons and over kingdoms, to pluck up 
and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”

Holy wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM  Hark, A Thrilling Voice Is Calling  arr. Roger Price

SECOND LESSON Luke 1:26-39
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Gree�ngs, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of gree�ng this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, 
your rela�ve Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Holy wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON “Even in our Fear, We Are Called Forward”
  Rev. Dr. Stephen Fearing

During the Passing of the Peace
you’re invited to greet one 
another by saying, “The peace of 
Christ be with you” and 
responding “And also with you.

The Prayer for Illumina�on is a 
prayer asking for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance to help us interpret 
scripture faithfully with cri�cal 
minds and compassionate hearts.

 Struggling with Fears of 
Inadequacy: Both Jeremiah and 
Mary protest their inadequacies 
at first: “I’m only a boy” (Jeremiah 
1:6); “I’m a virgin” (Luke 1:34). 
How o�en do fears of inadequacy 
or impossibility keep us from 
living fully into our calling?

Struggling with Fears of 
Vulnerability: Social researcher 
and author Brené Brown asserts 
that vulnerability is the greatest 
measure of courage. She defines 
vulnerability as uncertainty, risk, 
and emo�onal exposure—which 
are all necessary for true acts of 
courage. In her book, Daring 
Greatly, she writes: “Our 
willingness to own and engage 
with our vulnerability determines 
the depth of our courage and the 
clarity of our purpose; the level to 
which we protect ourselves from 
being vulnerable is a measure of 
our fear and disconnec�on.”12 In 
light of this defini�on, how does 
Mary show vulnerability and 
courage by saying “yes” to God? 
In your own life, when have you 
engaged in vulnerability in order 
to act with courage?



Hymn #691: Wri�en for the 
confirma�on of the author’s son, 
this text of self-dedica�on also 
voices our recurring individual 
need to recommit ourselves in 
less formal ways. The familiar 
shape note tune enhances a sense 
of finding our place among God’s 
people from all �mes and places.

Prayer Cards are available in the 
pew pockets to be passed to our 
prayer team. You may drop your 
prayer request in the offering 
plate.

Hymn #123: The “it” of the first 
line of this text by a Unitarian 
minister does not refer to the 
birth of Jesus, but to “that 
glorious song of old,” the angelic 
�dings of peace on earth. The 
restored third stanza laments 
how o�en the noise of human 
strife has obscured that message.

Text GPPC to
73256 to give

online.

GIVE THANKS TO GOD

+HYMN #691  Lord, When I Came into This Life  LAND OF REST

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  By Rev. Sarah Are Speed
We have seen the valley. We have seen a sky without stars. We have seen the 
longest night,  and s�ll we believe. We believe in a with-us God. We believe in the 
hope of tomorrow. We believe that good news is louder than fear. We believe this 
good news is for all people. So even when our knees shake,  even when our voice 
trembles, even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news. We 
will reach for each other. We will look for God in our midst. We will sing songs of 
joy. We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born. We have seen the longest night, and we 
have seen unimaginable love. So s�ll, we believe. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
You’re invited to scan the QR code to add one or more prayer requests. Or, you can go 
to www.men�.com and use code 7918 4872. Please remember that all entries are 
public informa�on. Take care to refrain from sharing any informa�on about someone 
else unless you’re sure you have their consent to do so.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into tempta�on, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS    Sean and Devin Eichlin (and their daughter Ada);
 Meredith Whi�; Keith and Cindy Bohler

OFFERTORY  Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

+DOXOLOGY   Glory to God Hymnal #143
All crea�on, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn king!

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GO IN GOD’S NAME

+HYMN #123  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  CAROL 

+BENEDICTION

+BENEDICTION RESPONSE   Glory to God Hymnal #91
Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel. (repeat)

+CHIMING OF THE TRINITY

+POSTLUDE  People, Look East! arr. Charles Callahan 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

ELECTING THE SESSION CLASS OF 2028
Rodney Clinard, Dylan Lewellyn, Bo Rodenbough

Payne Stewart (youth), Ann Swain, Pat Yelton

FORMING THE POSITION OF ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR FAITH FORMATION

END OF WORSHIP .................................................................................................................... BEGINNING OF SERVICE
The second pew on the pulpit side is reserved for those who are hearing impaired.
Hearing aid devices are available at the sound desk.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday school for children and youth con�nues through December. We encourage all parents to partner with us. A 
teaching partner rota�on sign-up is online, h�ps://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A5AD2CA46-58016960-sunday. 

Your Serendipity Bible Study class will meet following worship in the Library  to view and discuss Season 3 Episode 2 of 
The Chosen video occurring in Ma�hew chapter 10 when Jesus sends his Disciples out to share the Gospel, two by two. 
All are welcome to share the video with us.

Once again, GPPC will be selling Honor Cards, through December 21. We will offer the following cards for a minimum of 
$5 a card. The money goes directly to the organiza�on, so I have to have exact change or a check for the exact amount. 
Offered are: Habitat for Humanity, Greensboro Urban Ministries, A Simple Gesture, Piedmont Land Conservancy, Sanctuary 
House, and Backpack Beginnings.

Thank you to all who par�cipated in this year's Faith Ac�on Toy Drive. We were able to fulfill the wishes of 40 children 
among 15 families through your generosity, with addi�onal funds used to purchase hygiene items needed by the same 
families Faith Ac�on serves. The toys and hygiene items are all being delivered this week. Thank you for helping bring 
Christmas joy to our neighbors in need.

“A Shepherd, Two Disciples, and One of the Marys Come to the Westminster Room” class arrives a�er worship each 
January in Sunday. Kit Schooley will teach a class about four of the candidates for the New Testament that were not 
chosen. One is wri�en by a shepherd, two by men called Thomas, and one by Mary Magdalene. It will be a fascina�ng 
ride with strange and unexpected claims in these wri�ngs. Let Kim Row know if you would like childcare so you can a�end. 

SPRING MUSICAL: If you’re a kid from K-8th grade that would love to par�cipate in the spring musical on or off stage, 
please let Dr. Bill know. All levels of experience are welcome. Not really a singer but would love to act? Let us know. If 
you’re a youth or adult too old for an on-stage role but want to par�cipate behind the scenes, please let Dr. Bill know. 
We’d love to know the level of interest before selec�ng scripts. If you have skills with sewing or teaching choreography, 
that would be greatly appreciated.



The Session Class of 2028
Rodney Clinard, along with his wife Anne�e, is one of Guilford Park’s newest members.  They both joined 
GPPC in May of this year.  

Dylan Lewellyn was born in Greensboro in 1994 and joined Guilford Park in 2009, and he was also 
confirmed and bap�zed. He a�ended the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and graduated in 
2016 with a Bachelor's of Science in Computer Science, and has worked in various posi�ons in IT 
Support since 2017. In 2024, he began discerning a call for ministry and is now a�ending the University 
of Dubuque Theological Seminary to obtain a Master's of Divinity.

BO RODENBOUGH and his late wife of 40 years, Melanie, joined Guilford Park when they moved to 
Greensboro in 1981. They bap�zed, confirmed and raised four wonderful children – Andy, Anna, Libby 
and MK – in the community that is Guilford Park. They also are the proud grandparents of Grace (about 
to turn 9) and Leigh (6) – the children of Andy and his wife, Frances – who are both ac�ve at GPPC, 
enjoying par�cipa�ng in children’s choir, the children’s worship service and other ac�vi�es for children 
and youth. Sadly, we lost our dear Melanie to cancer in June 2021 a�er a long ba�le in which she was 

prayerfully supported by her many friends at Guilford Park. Bo remarried in November 2024 in the chancel at GPPC, and 
he and his new wife, Kelly, now enjoy con�nuing to par�cipate in the life and work of the Church. Bo is an a�orney 
approaching his 45th year of prac�ce with Greensboro law firm Brooks Pierce -- specializing in commercial li�ga�on and 
commercial real estate law.  He has served a number of �mes through his years at Guilford Park as first a Deacon and 
then an Elder.  He has served on and chaired the Finance and Stewardship Commi�ee, the Property Commi�ee, the 
Venture in Faith Commi�ee (the Church’s last capital campaign) and the Building and Planning Commi�ee (which 
oversaw expenditure of funds raised in that campaign).  Bo’s personal interests include reading history and historical 
fic�on, listening to an eclec�c mix of music, especially if it is performed professionally by his two youngest children, and 
living vicariously through the exploits of his accomplished wives, children and grandchildren.

Payne Harrison Stewart– I am a sophomore at Northwest Guilford High School. I a�ended my first Guilford 
park service at 1 week old. I par�cipate in Winter and Spring track - I do hurdles, long jump, and sprints. I 
enjoy playing the guitar. I am a fan of Clemson football and the Dallas Cowboys.

Ann Swain– Born in North Carolina, raised in Florida, lived in South Carolina (briefly), Montana and Maine. 
Now full circle, we have come home to roost in North Carolina.I was blessed to be raised in a Chris�an 
home, recognized Jesus as my Savior at a young age and have carried that founda�on with me throughout 
my life. This journey I am on has been filled with the lowest of lows and the ul�mate upli�ing of highs only 
God can provide. I have been blessed to be an ordained elder since 1994. My life experiences have become 
chapters of my educa�on which enhance my formal background in nursing and Ph.D. in Psychology with an 

emphasis on issues of aging and psychological aspects of overall health. My husband Ralph and I, collec�vely have three 
adult sons; two who live in the Chicago area and the youngest who lives in Greensboro. I am so very grateful for our 
family and the addi�ons our sons have gi�ed us to love as our own. Guilford Park Presbyterian church felt like home the 
first Sunday we walked in and were warmly welcomed. There is no place like a family of faith who love and support us 
throughout our journey.

Pat Yelton– I joined Guilford Park in 1982 shortly before our first daughter was born. I am a re�red Special 
Educa�on teacher and taught for 33 years.  Don, my husband, and I have 2 adult daughters and 2 
granddaughters. Since joining in 1982 I have been an ac�ve member serving on the steering commi�ee that 
started Guilford Park’s Preschool, teaching Sunday school and serving as a Middle School Youth advisor 
when our children were in middle school. I have gone on mission trips, served on the session and currently 
am on the Fellowship, Liturgical Arts and Preschool commi�ees. 



CALENDAR 

Sunday, December 14
8:30 a.m. Christmas Breakfast
10:00 a.m. Worship 
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for Children & Youth
11:15 a.m. Serendipity Bible Study– Library
5:30 p.m. YoCo

Monday, December 15
6:30 p.m. Circle 17

Tuesday, December 16
9:30 a.m. Staff Mee�ng– Library
11:00 a.m. The Word This Week– Library
6:00 p.m. Adult Handbells– Westminster
7:00 p.m. YES Rehearsal– Choir Room

Wednesday, December 17
7:00 a.m. Men’s Book Study– Green Joe’s
8:00 a.m. Youth Panera Check-in
12:00 p.m. Midweek Advent service
2:00 p.m. Treasurers– Library
6:30 p.m. Circle 1
6:30 p.m. Theology on Tap– Bi�ers
7:00 p.m. Finance– Westminster

Thursday,  December 18
6:00 p.m. Guilford Guys– gym
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

Saturday, December 20
6:00 p.m. AY Serve at BBC Lovefeast

Sunday, December 21
10:00 a.m. Worship 
11:15 a.m. Sunday School for Children & Youth
11:15 a.m. Serendipity Bible Study– Library
1:30 p.m. Session– Westminster
3:00 p.m. Longest Night Service
5:30 p.m. AY Fellowship



SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers: Sco� Moore and Ralph Lawrence
Liturgist: Rita Jennings
A/V operator: Gene Campbell
Opening/Closing: John Parker/Sco� Moore
Flower Visita�on: Gary and Julie Parker
Bread Delivery: Marge Cromer

FLOWERS ON THE LORD’S TABLE today are given to the glory of God and in memory of Milton and Nancy 
Cornwell, by the S�les family.

Ministers: All the members of the Church
Pastor: Stephen Fearing
Parish Associate: Kit Schooley  
Parish Associate: Fred Beck
Chris�an Educator for Children and Youth: Kim Row
Director of Music Ministries and Organist: Bill Allred
Music Director for YES Worship Service: Brian Fi�s
Church Administrator: Jane Sharpe
YES Accompanist: Jordan Hart
Preschool Director: Rebecca Willoughby
Missionaries we support: Tracey King-Ortega in Nicaragua

Guilford Park is an Earth Care Congrega�on. Today’s bulle�ns are printed on 30% 
post-consumer recycled paper. Please recycle in the baskets at each exit from the sanctuary.

Clerk of Session: Donna Barrier
Class of 2025
Katherine Glasgow
Bill Hickling
Brad Kemmerer
Leslie Loyd
Jim Lumsden
Tim Peck
Will Thompson – Youth Elder

Class of 2026
Heather Amick
Mike Bivona
André Conway
Rita Jennings
Jill Moore
John Parker

Class of 2027
Hunter Gibbons
Anthony McLean
Miranda Peascoe
Donna Searchfield
Ellen Weiner
Jody Wood

GPPC Elders:

GUILFORD PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2100 Fernwood Drive   |   Greensboro, NC 27408   |   336-288-5452

 www.guilfordpark.org   |   Find us on Facebook and YouTube


