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From the Pastor’s desk… 

2016 LORD’S TABLE FLOWERS 

 

Please sign up for the Lord’s Table flower arrange-
ments for 2016. The sign-up sheet is on the bulle-
tin board. The two flower arrangements cost 
$48.04 which includes the tax. To ensure prompt 
payment to Botanica Florist, please make your gift 
to the Flowers and Decorations fund of GPPC, and 
the church will pay the florist.  

“To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:10 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
You may recall that Advent means appearance or  
coming. Christ comes to us first in a newborn who 
grows into a man who teaches, heals, casts out evil, 
and finally dies for our sake and for the sake of the 
world. Christ will come again as Lord of the Universe. 
So how do we prepare for his coming? What do we do 
differently with our lives?  
 
Our theme for advent is “Preparing for the Christ who 
comes.” As part of our preparation, I plan to preach a 
three-part sermon series. November 29, the first  
Sunday of Advent, we’ll focus on Luke 21:25-36 and 
preparation as we contemplate the cosmic nature of 
Christ’s coming. December 6, the second Sunday of 
Advent, has us exploring Luke 3:1-6 and preparation as 
personal repentance. The third Sunday of Advent,  
December 13 leads us to think about Luke 3:7-18 and 
bearing fruit as disciples of Christ.  
 
December 20, we’ll observe Music Sunday (no ser-
mon and lots of music).  
 
December 24, Christmas Eve, there will be services at 
4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Jo will preach at 4:00 and I will 
preach at 7:00.  
 
December 27, the 1st Sunday after Christmas Day, 
there will be one service at 10:00 a.m. with Jo  
Leading a brief meditation. And there will be hot  
chocolate and leftover cookies after the service. 
 
A blessed Advent and Christmas to you, 
Jeff 
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A Note from Jo 

Adult Ed 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Feasting on the Word: This class incorporates the 
Feasting on the Word commentary to explore one of 
the lectionary passages. Each lesson provides compre-
hensive, accessible biblical background from four per-
spectives and invites leaders and learners deeper into 
the rhythm of the church year.  
Led by: Jeff Paschal and Kit Schooley  

All About Advent: We are continuing our study of Ad-
vent in the Sundays of December by looking at ways 
that we can prepare ourselves and have a different sea-
son of preparation leading up to Christmas. Led by Jo 
Owens and Craig Nygard. 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Creative Bible Study  
Do you love the Bible? Do you want to know God’s Word on a deeper level? How about markers, poetry, and paint? 
All these things are combined in our weekly Creative Bible Study. This class is designed as a drop-in, so any week is 
the perfect week to start coming. Sundays at 5 p.m. (childcare is available) 

Advent Devotion Guide 
Pick up your copy of the Advent devotion guide written by members of the church. You may also sign up to receive 
the daily devotions in your inbox. Sign up on the website or contact Jo Owens at jnowens@guilfordpark.org. 

An expansive field with a hill. A playground in the distance. Hot chocolate with marshmallows. Unstructured time. 
 
These are just a few of the ingredients that go into the annual Hotdog Hayride event. Add in a bonfire, hotdogs and a 
hayride (of course), s’mores, and about 20 kids with their grown-ups. Mix together and let sit in the crisp fall air for two 
and a half hours. 
 
This is the recipe for what church member Levina Kollar calls “sacred idleness”, which is something our children (and 
we!) have too little of these days. We fill our schedules with wonderful things, with enriching things, with necessary 
things, and sometimes with things we’d rather not do (but have to).  
 
Holiday times are notorious for calendars bursting with activity, giving little space for the wonder of the season to over-
take us. If you find your calendar over-full in the coming weeks, try picking an activity or two to take off the list.  
 
It was pitch black by the time we took our hayride. There was nothing to be seen except the blinding safety light of the 
tractor pulling us and the wonder of the stars. There was nothing to do except snuggle with those close to you, chat, 
and admire God’s handiwork in the heavens. We didn’t need anything except each other and God in that time. It was 
truly a holy moment. 
 
In this Advent season, I encourage you to find some time for sacred idleness. Watch. Wait. Prepare yourself for the 
coming of the Christ-child. 
 
Blessings, 
Jo 
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PRESERVE GOOD HEARING 

Hearing is a sense that many of us take for granted. 

Throughout our lives, we subject our ears to loud 

sounds—music, power tools, lawn mowers, air trav-

el—without using ear protection. Regrettably, this can 

cause hearing loss. Also, the natural aging process gen-

erally results in hearing loss. Even certain illnesses and 

medications can adversely affect our hearing. Unfortu-

nately, hearing loss that occurs from such causes is 

permanent. 

 

The good news is, even if you already have a little 

hearing loss, it's never too late to preserve your hear-

ing for the years ahead. The first thing you can do is 

protect your ears in noisy environments. Also, avoid 

using cotton swabs to clean your ears. And, make it a 

priority to get a baseline hearing screening to see if 

hearing loss has already occurred. 

 

If hearing loss is found during your hearing evaluation, 

it could be due to excess ear wax or infection. This 

type of hearing loss is reversible. If hearing loss stems 

from chronic exposure to loud noise, aging, or certain 

illnesses and medications, hearing aids are the best 

way to preserve your good hearing. 

 

The great news about today's hearing aids is how small 

and easy to wear they are. Modern digital hearing aids 

use super-tiny microprocessor technology—making 

them virtually invisible when worn. Hearing aids can 

help almost all degrees of hearing loss—from a little to 

a lot. And, by stimulating your brain with sound that 

might not otherwise reach it, hearing aids help keep 

your brain active, which lowers your risk for cognitive 

diseases, such as dementia. 

 

If you suspect you may have hearing loss, don't ignore 

it. Neglecting a hearing loss can have a snowball 

effect—making it grow bigger, faster than necessary. 
 

Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations Congregational Nurse 

TIPS  FOR GOOD HEARING 

1.  Understand the sound levels of the noises in your  

 environment. 

2. Learn about proper ear protection. There are 

many kinds on the market today, ranging from 

custom ear molds to foam plugs and more. 

3. Put physical distance between you and loud noise 

when it is present. If possible, stand at an angle 

from the noise, not directly in front of it. 

4. Take breaks when you are exposed to noise. When 

listening to music through headphones or earbuds, 

keep the volume low-to-medium. 

5. Know the signs of hearing loss, and measure your-

self against them. 

6. Schedule a baseline hearing evaluation. Hearing 

loss is on the rise among Baby Boomers and young 

people. It's never too early to get your hearing 

checked, but don't wait past age 50. 

7. Have your hearing evaluated by a professional  

licensed by your state. 

8. If you have hearing loss caused by a reversible 

condition, take steps to correct it. 

9. If any permanent hearing loss is diagnosed, choose 

hearing aids to slow it down, and preserve good 

hearing. 

Thank You’s 
 

From Mustard Seed Community Health for recent 
gift of $250. 
 
From The Salvation Army for recent gift of $500. 
 
From Bread for the World for recent gift of $500. 
 
From BackPack Beginnings for recent gift of $250. 
 
From Montreat Conference Center for recent gift of 
$375. 
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KIDSJAM   

 

Dec. 4   1st Friday pizza/movie in the youth lounge,  
5:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 9   Impromptu Christmas pageant at church 6:45 
p.m. (make reservations for 6 p.m. dinner) 
 
Dec. 13   10  a.m. Gathering in the Fellowship Hall for 
annual Advent breakfast (no cost) 
 
Dec. 12 or 19   Service project TBA: Watch e-news and 
bulletin for announcement 
 
Dec. 24    Christmas Eve services at 4 and 7 p.m. 
 
For more information on these 3-5 grade fellowship ac-
tivities, check the children’s bulletin board or contact 
Suzi Shackelford(suzishackelford@gmail.com) to get on 
the email mailing.  

   

Children and Youth 

YOUTH   

 

Dec. 2   5 p.m. high school youth Bible study at  
Geeksboro 
 
Dec. 6   Middle school fellowship at church, 5 p.m. 
 
Dec. 9   5 p.m. high youth Bible study at Geeksboro 
 
Dec. 13   Middle school youth serve breakfast at the 
Potter House 7 a.m.  High school youth host Angel 
Tree Party 4:30-6 p.m. (set up at 3:30 p.m.) 
 
Dec. 16   5 p.m. high school youth Bible study at 
Geeksboro, Christmas special 
 
Dec. 18   Middle school youth Christmas lock-in,  
8 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
 
Dec. 24   Christmas Eve services at 4 and 7 p.m. 
 
For more information on youth fellowship grades 6-12 
please check the youth bulletin board or contact Kim 
Row (krow@guilfordpark.org) to get on the email       
reminder and updates list.  

ANGEL TREE VOLUNTEERS: If you would like to 
help the high school youth host the Angel Tree party 
on December 13 please contact Heather Amick. 
 
 
 
YOUTH TRIP CHAPERONES are needed for a varie-
ty of upcoming trips. If you are interested in accompa-
nying the youth for any of the trips below please con-
tact Kim Row at krow@guilfordpark.org. 
 
January and May: overnight confirmation retreat 

January: weekend God's Gift of Sexuality retreat  

February: weekend ski trip  

June: weekend beach trip 

June, July: 5 day mission trip  

June, July: 4 day or 6 day youth conference  
 
IMPROMPTU CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
is December 9! No rehearsals, no stress, just come and 
enjoy a special retelling of the Christmas story. Cos-
tumes will be set out for anyone who wants to partici-
pate in the 'action' while a narrator reads the story 
and we all sing favorite Christmas hymns. We will 
gather in the sanctuary at 6:45 p.m. for the pageant. 
Don't forget to make a dinner reservation if you plan 
to come at 6:00 p.m. and eat with us. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES WILL BEGIN IN JANUARY 
FOR OUR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH. PLEASE BE ON THE 
LOOKOUT FOR MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON. 

Middle school youth enjoy fellowship at the soup supper 

mailto:suzishackelford@gmail.com
mailto:krow@guilfordpark.org
mailto:krow@guilfordpark.org
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Fellowship 

ALMANAH WOMEN (widow support & fellowship)  

Lunch: Wednesday, December 9 at 12:30 p.m. at Betty 
Peraldo’s home. 
 

THE GUILFORD TRAVELERS (adult travel group)  

are going to Holidays at Reynolda House, Winston-
Salem, NC on December 10.  
 

GEEZERS’ BREAKFAST  All men 55+ are invited to 

join us at Oakcrest Restaurant for good food and fellow-
ship. Wednesday, December 16 at 8:30 a.m. acquainted 
with others, and enjoy the company of long time 
friends.   

PRIMETIMERS Thursday, December 17 at 12 p.m.  

Lunch: Contact Ann Shelton at 288-4336 for more  
information. Cost: $6 (cash only).  A gentle reminder: 
You will be responsible for the cost of your meal if you  
do not cancel within 24 hours of the meeting. Please 
contact the church office if you need to cancel. 

December Birthdays 

Address Changes 
 
Craig and Ruby McGhee 
198 Sweetwater Lane 
Pisgah Forest, NC 28768 
Ruby: rpmcghee928@gmail.com 

1 Jenny Beale  13 Morgan Johnson 

2 Charles Purdie  14 Tish McKenzie 

2 Kay Owen  16 Anna McMichael 

3 Ava Stewart  21 Rose Sharpe 

5 Pat Yelton  23 Michael Jackson 

7 Jack Fannin  25 Mary Campbell 

8 Beth Milks  25 Chad Randall 

9 Sandy Scherzer  26 Mary Stanley 

9 Emily Thompson  27 Max Boulton 

9 Geoff Carroll  27 Gracie Mills 

10 Bob Ewalt  29 Jake Linkous 

10 Jason Drew  30 Bob Cox 

11 Kathy Kimble  30 David Taylor 

11 Cindy Webster  30 Kimberly Murphy 

12 Kim Row  31 Janie Hawkins 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS  

(Church Fellowship, Meals, and Programs) is  
Wednesday, December 9 at 6:00 p.m. in the fellow-
ship hall, followed by the Impromptu Children’s Pag-
eant. Menu: salad, balsamic roasted pork loin, sweet 
potato soufflé, green beans with grape tomatoes, and 
assorted cupcakes for dessert. Children's menu: tur-
key roll-ups, cheese cubes, and crackers or turkey and 
cheese sandwich. Both include veggie sticks, fruit, and 
a cupcake. Please indicate on the yellow RSVP cards 
which option your child prefers.  
 

Dinner menu: Adult meals $7, children ages 6-13 half 
portion $3.5. Children menu: children ages 6-13 $2, 
children ages 0-5 no charge.  These are suggested 
prices. Please pay what you are able.  
 

Fill out the yellow cards found in the pews or e-mail 
lboxley@guilfordpark.org by Monday, December 7 by 
12:00 p.m.  In order for the Wonderful Wednesdays 
chefs to shop and prepare we MUST have your reser-
vation by 12:00 p.m. Reservations will be closed after 
that time.   

The annual Christmas Breakfast will be on Sunday, 
December 13. Everyone is invited! 
  
The sign-up sheet for Dinners for Eight is now on the 
bulletin board. This is a great way to meet new friends 
and enjoy great meals and fellowship! We will get 
together during the months of January, February, and 
March in groups of eight. Sign up by December 13. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Hallie Smith 
at 336-301-2321 or smith_hallie@hotmail.com 

mailto:boxley@guilfordpark.org
mailto:smith_hallie@hotmail.com
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INTERACTIVE RESOURCE CENTER 

The Interactive Resource Center (IRC) is an 
innovative day resource center for people 
experiencing homeless or trying to keep 
from becoming homeless in Guilford 
County. We provide a bag lunch on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month to the IRC  
patrons who are currently enrolled in job 
training classes. There is a sign- up sheet on the Mission 
board each month.  Please call Marti Randall at  
336-854-3385 with any questions. 

Mission 

HOT DISH AND HOPE 
    (serving food to the homeless)  

Tuesday, December 8 at 5:15 p.m. 
at First Presbyterian Church. Sign-
up sheet is on the Mission board.  

Please contact Peter Isakoff at 757-478-3144,   
peter.isakoff@gmail.com or  

Leslie Isakoff at leslie.isakoff@gmail.com. 

HONOR CARDS  

The Mission Committee will be selling Honor Cards on 
Sundays Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, and 20 during the Sunday 
school hour in the church lobby.  Please consider using 
them as a thoughtful gift option this year.  This year’s 
Honor Cards include: Greensboro Urban Ministry, Hab-
itat for Humanity, Backpack Beginnings, Piedmont 
Land Conservatory, Wheels for Hope,  and Sanctuary 
House.    

Several copies of the Men's Chorus CD will be available 
along with several worldwide gift catalogs to 
browse.  Honor Cards will also be available for pur-
chase in the church office during the week while the 
office is open.  Honor Cards are a great gift for all 
and another way Guilford Park can share their love 
and spirit this Christmas season!  Please contact Gary 
Stephenson or any member of the mission committee 
with questions. 

GUILFORD PARK  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

ANGEL TREE MINISTRY 

 

GPPC is once again taking part in  
Angel Tree, a gift-giving ministry for local children who 
have a parent in prison. We have committed to buying 
gifts for 50 children from the Greensboro area this 
holiday season. The program is sponsored by Virginia-
based Prison Fellowship, and members of area Chris-
tian churches volunteer to buy gifts for the parents, 
enabling the prisoners to give gifts to their children.  
 
Want to help? The Angel Tree will be put up next to 
the church office on Saturday, Nov. 21. Your help is 
greatly appreciated! We need gifts wrapped and re-
turned to the church by Sunday, Dec. 6, to ensure we 
have them all in time for the youth group-sponsored 
party the following weekend, Sunday, Dec. 13.    
 
What to buy? If you choose to sponsor a child and 
buy a gift, there will be information about what the 
child needs on the angel ornament bearing his/her 
name. Gifts should be valued at $25. 
 
Want to help but not shop? Please contact Heather 
Modlin Amick at 420-5714 if you would like to donate 
but not buy.  We can take care of the details! 
 
Happy Holidays! 
The Mission Committee 

HOT DISH AND HOPE: BAGS OF HOPE 
GPPC has committed to filling 25 gift bags for Hot Dish 
and Hope's Holiday meal to be distributed on Decem-
ber 10th.  Gift bags should be filled and returned to 
church by December 7th.  They will be available for 
pick up/return between services for the next three 
Sundays or in the church office.  Please contact Peter 
or Leslie Isakoff (256) 303-5324 with any questions or 
further assistance. 
 
Suggested items: $10 Wal-Mart gift card, scarves, 
gloves, socks, toiletries, flashlight, snacks and/or candy 
(no nut products), non perishable food items, age ap-
propriate: books (new or gently used) and puzzle 
books with pen/pencil. 

tel:336-854-3385
mailto:peter.isakoff@gmail.com
mailto:leslie.isakoff@gmail.com
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Special Services in December 
 

Sunday, December 20– Music Sunday 
Join the YES Praise Ensemble as they present, "Christmas in His Presence," their 2015 Christmas Music Service on 
December 20 at 9:00 a.m. "Christmas in His Presence" is a festive collection of music that includes well-known songs 
and new titles that will fill your heart with the excitement of the Lord! This program features multiple guest  
musicians, captivating solos and congregational singing. Mark your calendars now and come experience the joy of 
Christmas! 
 
In celebration of the birth of our Savior, Chancel Choir, soloists, and chamber orchestra will present Part II of  
Heinrich Herzogenberg’s Christmas Oratorio, The Birth of Christ. Written in 1894, the work incorporates popular 
carols of the day, many are still familiar today. The work will be presented as part of the 11:00 a.m. worship service 
on December 20. 
 
Wednesday, December 24– Christmas Eve 
4:00 p.m.  Early Christmas Eve Service 
7:00 p.m.  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
Childcare will be provided at both services. 
You are invited to a time of fellowship after the 7:00 Christmas Eve service. Please bring a plate of Christmas goodies 
to share and come to the fellowship hall immediately following the service to visit with family and friends. Drinks will 
be provided.  
 
Sunday, December 27– Lessons and Carols at 10 a.m. 
There will be one service (and no Sunday School) on the Sunday after Christmas. Join in singing favorite hymns and 
carols of the Christmas season at 10 a.m. After the service join your friends in the Fellowship Hall for hot chocolate 
bar. Bring toppings to share. 

Christmas Poinsettias        
 

Help proclaim the joy of Christmas with a poinsettia by making a donation to the 
flowers and decorations line item in the worship budget either as a memorial or  
honorarium.  
 

Please complete this form and mail or bring it to the church office with a check made  
payable to Guilford Park Presbyterian Church NO LATER than Sunday, December 13.  
You may also leave your form in Lisa Boxley’s mailbox in the church office or put it in the  
offering plate. 
 

Poinsettias will be in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 20 through Sunday, December 27. Please pick up your 
poinsettia after the Christmas Eve service and no later than December 29.   

 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of: ________________________________________________________________________ 

In honor of: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Number of poinsettias:  ________  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://extension.illinois.edu/poinsettia/images/cutout.png&imgrefurl=http://extension.illinois.edu/poinsettia/facts.cfm&h=423&w=405&tbnid=Qqm6kJbLOyRU1M:&docid=2xBPmvLh0lm1MM&ei=t-ZMVo7dFoWVmQHx0am4Ag&tbm=isch&ved=0CDY
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Clarence Darrow: A One-Man Play by David W. Rintels 
       Based on Irving Stone’s biography Clarence Darrow for the Defense,  

     presented by special arrangement from SAMUEL FRENCH, INC., 

 performed by John Robinson 

 
 

    You'll spend two hours with Clarence 

Darrow—or at least the spirit of him—

listening to the stories of his long life as a 

lawyer in Chicago and his fierce battles 

for social justice, for—in his words— 

‘the poor, the weak, and the weary.’ From 

the Haymarket anarchists to Eugene V. 

Debs and the Pullman Strike, from the 

coal mines of Pennsylvania to union 

warfare in the West, to the Los Angeles 

Times bombing trial and the McNamara 

brothers, to political rebels, black men 

and women facing all-white juries, to a 

high-school  biology teacher in Dayton, 

Tennessee charged with teaching the 

theory of evolution, and finally to the 

strange case of Leopold and Loeb, 

Clarence Darrow was passionate, funny, 

philosophical, proud, and prophetic. 

 

 

 

Donations to Bread for the World in honor of Bob Herron 

Special thanks to Judy Herron, Melanie Rodenbough, Jeff Paschal, and the 

Justice and Peacemaking Committee 

 

      Please no audio or video recording 

 

           
Guilford Park Presbyterian 

Church 
Sunday, January 24, 2016 at 2:00 pm 
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WEEKLY GIVING 

Financial Update 

Christmas shopping has begun! 
Are you buying gifts through  
Amazon.com? When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, Amazon  
donates 0.5% of your total  
purchase to Guilford Park. There is 
nothing added to your purchase, and GPPC reaps  
the benefits. Remember, always start at 
smile.amazon.com and choose Guilford Park  
Presbyterian Church as your charity of choice.  

Date: 10/4/15  

Pledges-General Fund $15,418.00 

Non-Pledge Gift $205.00 

Church School $9.00 

Deacons' Fund $300.00 

Memorial Fund $25.00 

Peacemaking $635.00 

  

Date: 10/11/15  

Pledges-General Fund $10,206.00 

Non-Pledge Gift $820.00 

Church School $2.00 

Loose Offering $211.20 

Memorial Fund $225.00 

Syria Offering $985.00 

Columbarium $100.00 

  

Date: 10/18/15  

Pledges-General Fund $7,252.25 

Non-Pledge Gift $765.00 

Church School $25.00 

Loose Offering $70.05 

Memorial Fund $900.00 

Pennies For Hunger $62.00 

Syria Offering $135.00 

  

Date: 10/25/15  

Pledges-General Fund $11,616.00 

Non-Pledge Gift $2,800.00 

Deacons' Fund $266.00 

Memorial Fund $170.00 

Pennies For Hunger $103.28 

Music Fund $300.00 

Transportation Fund $25.00 

IMPORTANT TAX DEADLINE 

All tithes, offerings, gifts, and contributions must be 
delivered to the finance office at the church on or by 
December 31 in order to claim a charitable contribu-
tion deduction for 2015. Checks that are placed in the 
church offering during the first worship services in 
2016 will not qualify for a charitable contribution de-
duction in 2015, even if the check is predated to 2015 
or was actually written in 2015. However, under the so
-called “mailbox exception,” checks that are written, 
mailed, and postmarked in 2015 will be deductible in 
2015 though they are not received by the church until 
2016. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  

AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2015 

We Pledged To Give  

We Actually Gave  

  

Money Spent  

Money Received  

  

$420,889.20 

354,830.15 

 

$512,863.41 

411,735.59 

($101,127.82)  

YEAR END CHECK REQUEST 

If you need to have a check written out of this year’s 
budget for reimbursement or accounts payable, please 
have your request in the office no later than December 
28th at 9:00 a.m. Make sure it has the proper account 
numbers, has been approved by the committee chair-
person, all the appropriate paperwork has been com-
pleted, and any receipts attached. Thank you!  

During the month of Decem-
ber all charitable funds given 
to GPPC through PayPal Giv-

ing Fund receive a 1% match from PayPal. GPPC re-
ceives 100% of donations given through PayPal Giving 
Fund. That’s like giving 101%! We hope you will consid-
er this option for your year-end extra charitable dona-
tions (you should continue to give your pledge directly 
to GPPC). Please feel free to share the link. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=AWGQ605YB33KA&R=2DBSLFTCXNOQM&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&A=H4SRK2AAJ6D7CUGLXMHWNQBSUZEA&H=Y3HJ835D0NBLM8OSMAA0DGOA7ZGA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2


 

10 

Our Count Your Blessings stewardship campaign has 
gotten off to a strong start, and we now look forward 
to working together for an equally strong finish.  The 
Finance and Stewardship Committee used ten Coffee 
Chats held at the church or in private homes to solicit 
feedback from our members about how they feel re-
garding life at GPPC, the staff and programming of the 
church, and our dreams for the future of Guilford Park.   
 

Coffee Chats 
We also used those Coffee Chats to explain the narra-
tive budget found in the stewardship mailer, in last 
month’s Guidepost, and on pg. 14 of this month’s. The 
hosts also took time to answer some frequently asked 
questions about stewardship of our time, talent and 
money in support of the church and its ministries, how 
Guilford Park’s budget is prepared and implemented,  
the biblical tradition of tithing, and how our members 
might work toward that goal. 
 
Ninety-one members, or approximately 25% of those 
invited, attended a Coffee Chat.  Those who attended 
found the Coffee Chats both informative and an op-
portunity to share their thoughts and dreams about 
Guilford Park with other members of our congrega-
tion.  We therefore plan to repeat those Coffee Chats 
in next year’s stewardship campaign. 
 

Campaign Highlights 
In our Count Your Blessings campaign, we challenged 
our congregation this year to increase pledged giving 
by about 15% in order to fund a projected hold-the-
line budget for 2016 of approximately $635,000.  In 
order to reach that goal and to help our members 
move further along the continuum toward a tithe (10% 
of a household’s income), we asked our members to 
do three things: 

1. Those members who have been pledging, but are 
not yet at a full tithe, were asked to increase your 
pledge by one to two percent of your annual in-
come.  Our Session led the way, with its members 
committing to pledge at least two percent of their 
income to GPPC. 

2. Those members who formerly pledged but 
stopped, were invited to return to the pledged 
giving category at a comfortable percentage in-
crease in the amount they had been giving without 
a pledge. 

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS STEWARDSHIP 2016– A PROGRESS REPORT 

Continued on page 11 

3. Those members who had never pledged, were en-
couraged to take this step toward greater faithful-
ness by both pledging and giving to the Church.  

 

A Look at the Numbers   
2015 Pledges 
225 Giving Units (individuals or families) in the church 

147 Giving Units pledged a total of $491,000 
78 Giving Units did not pledge 

50 Giving Units (of the 78) give without pledg-
ing, budgeted at $50,000 

 
15% is the amount of increase in pledged giving from 
2015 needed to balance a 2016 “hold-the line budget” 
of $632,000. 
 
2016 Pledges (as of November 11) 
56 Giving Units increased pledges (by as much as 140%)  
9 Giving Units have made new pledges  

Increase of $50,000 from these 65 units 
Decreased giving is a loss of $20,000* 

Net Increase: $30,000 
31 Giving Units maintained their pledge level from 2015 
Total Pledged by November 11: $426,000 

*Unfortunately, some of our faithful pledging families, sev-
eral of which remain committed to tithing, have been forced 
by economic circumstances to either reduce their pledge to 
the church or to move from the pledged to the non-pledged 
giving category. We continue to appreciate all that they 
faithfully give the church. 

 
Pledges Still Needed 
44 Giving Units pledged a total of $99,000 in 2015 but 
have not pledged for 2016 

Total (if these pledges remain the same*): $525,000  
Pledged Giving Goal for 2016: $560,000 

Amount short: $35,000  
*Of course, we hope that many of those 44 families will be 
able to increase their pledge for 2016. 

 
In addition, we have 70 families who did not pledge in 
2015 (of which, as stated above, approximately 50 
families have given but not pledged to the Church in 
2015) and who have not yet responded to the Count 
Your Blessings campaign.  We will be sending letters to 
those roughly 115 families to encourage a response 
and, if necessary, will follow up with phone calls. 
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS – A 
PROGRESS REPORT (continued from page 10) 

Moving Forward 
Our congregation has responded positively, and, in 
many cases, sacrificially, in gratitude for God’s abun-
dant blessings.  We are, however, at a critical point in 
the life and work of our church.  We have been forced 
to run deficit budgets over three of the last five years 
in order to continue to fund the staffing, programming 
and mission work of the church at previously estab-
lished levels.   
 
These deficits resulted in a precipitous decline in the 
operating cash reserves of the church of over $100,00.  
Our current operating cash reserve has only enough to  
cover three to four months of operating expenses for 
GPPC – the bare minimum recommended by most fi-
nancial advisors for a church or other nonprofit to 
maintain.   
 
If we are not, therefore, able to reach approximately 
$560,000 in giving pledged by our congregation for 
2016 in the final weeks of the year, the Session will be 
forced to make cuts in our Church’s budget for 2016. 
Those cuts will most likely fall heaviest on our hard 
working and well-regarded staff and the programs of 
the church that our staff help members of the congre-
gation to put in action. Our congregation has given 
generously and sacrificially in the past, and we believe 
can do so now to avoid those budget cuts for 2016.   
 
If you have already returned a pledge card but believe 
that your faith is leading you to dig a little deeper, 
please feel free to contact the church office and in-
crease your pledge.  If you are a family that has not yet 
responded to the Count Your Blessings campaign, 
please consider prayerfully what God is calling you to 
give to the life and work of Guilford Park and return 
your pledge card to the church office as soon as possi-
ble.  If you are family that has given generously to the 
church in years past but that has not pledged, we en-
courage you to make 2016 the year that you take that 
act of faith and make a pledge to GPPC. 
 
Bo Rodenbough 
Stewardship and Finance Committee Chairperson 

Hanging of the Greens 
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS     From Gratitude to Generosity 

Do I really need to participate?  Each member is invit-
ed to give in gratitude for God’s abundant blessings.   
Every gift is important.  Keep in mind that pledging is 
different than simply giving.  Pledges enable the church 
to budget and plan for the coming year compared to 
the fluctuating nature of non-pledged giving. 
 

What percentage of the congregation makes a 
pledge?  Only about 50% of the congregation pledges 
to annual stewardship, and we are hoping that more 
members will be inspired by their generosity. 
 

What are the goals for the 2015 Stewardship Cam-
paign?  Our goal is to increase our giving by 15%.  We 
are hoping to do this by increasing the number of 
pledges and also increasing the amount of each pledge.  
This will move us towards a long-term goal of 100% 
participation.  We have operated with a deficit budget 
for the past two years as we have added additional 
staffing and programs to our mission.  The Finance and 
Stewardship Committee as well as the Session want to 
achieve a balanced budget for 2016. 
 

Who determines how GPPC’s money is directed?  Each 
committee of the Session prepares a budget in the fall 
of the year.  The Finance and Stewardship Committee 
then prepares a budget of the expected revenues and 
expenditures which is presented to the Session for ap-
proval.  The budget is also presented to the congrega-
tion at a congregational meeting. The elders and staff 
entrusted with the work are faithful stewards.  Our 
money is managed very well so that we maximize the 
impact your gift has on our ministries. 
 

It seems like construction is going on all the time here, 
with more planned over the next few months.  How 
can we need money if we can pay for all of this work? 
Most of the work being done is funded by our Capital 
Fund and our Memorial Fund.  Some projects are fund-
ed by special donations from members.   We do not 
use operating funds for major construction projects. 
 

I donate my time and talent, isn’t that enough? Thank 
you so much for your support of our ministries.  Our 
active volunteers are part of what makes GPPC such a 
special place.  Imagine the things we could do if every 
one of our volunteers made a financial commitment as 
well. 
 
 
 

 
 

Guilford Park Presbyterian Church 2015 Stewardship FAQ 

I am only able to pledge a small amount so I feel I 
should not pledge at all.  What difference can I 
make? Every gift is important, no gift is too small.  
Not only do small pledges add up, but they are often 
the first step on a member’s stewardship journey.  We 
believe that members who make a pledge change 
their relationship with God in a very positive way.  We 
also encourage pledges from our youth, so that they 
can learn the joy of giving and start their stewardship 
journey at a young age. 
 

Do I have to pay my yearly pledge all at once?  You 
can make your pledge payments in any increments 
you choose.   Weekly, monthly all at once..it’s up to 
you.   You don’t even have to indicate the frequency 
at the time you make your pledge.   And if your life 
circumstances change and you are unable to fulfill 
your pledge, you may change your pledge at any time.  
We ask that you contact the church office so we may 
adjust our records. 
 
How much should I pledge? How much you pledge is 
a personal decision.  You can look at our chart of pro-
portional giving for an idea.  Some people follow the 
biblical tradition of tithing (10% of a household’s in-
come) and we hope you will prayerfully consider 
pledging in proportion to your income. 
 *If you have never pledged, we encourage 
you to take this step toward greater faithfulness at 
any amount.  Become a steward of GPPC and watch 
your relationship with the church and Christ blossom. 
 *If you used to pledge but stopped, we invite 
you to pick up where you left off or pledge some com-
fortable percentage of that amount. 
 *If you have been pledging, but are not yet at 
a full 10% tithe, we would ask you to consider: 
  -Increasing your pledge by 1 – 2 % of 
your annual income 
 
What forms can my gift take?  Cash or check, Elec-
tronic transfer from your bank account, PayPal on the 
Church’s website, Transfer of appreciated stock 
 

Whatever the amount of your gift, your spirit of gen-
erosity and gratitude for God’s abundant love and 
grace are the most important elements in your giving. 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Over the last few weeks, the Stewardship Committee asked you to count your 

blessings at Guilford Park. What are you grateful for here at the church? You 

said things like the music and preaching, children and youth activities, warm 

friendships, meaningful outreach, and much more. 

As you consider your pledge for 2016, we hope you will move from gratitude 

for the ways God is at work to generosity which helps fund the mission and 

ministry of Guilford Park. 

Stewardship is more than giving money to the church. It’s about being good 

stewards (or caretakers) of our church, each other, and people here and around 

the world. What we do as a church is only possible because of the generous 

financial gifts from our members.  We give to the church because we want our 

generosity to demonstrate our  gratitude for  all that we have been given by 

God. 

How much should you give?  Sometimes people have trouble determining 

how much to increase their giving year by year. The Percentage Giving Guide 

shows giving as various percentages of gross income that may help you 

determine what you would like to contribute as you consider your giving. The 

Bible encourages us to give our “first fruits” to God, not what is left over at the 

end of the day. To that end, we encourage you to place your pledge first in your 

budget, and then determine your variable expenses around your pledge and other 

fixed expenses. 

We do not expect donors to have equal ability to give. But we do expect our 

members to prayerfully consider forming a giving strategy. Take a look at our 

budget. This is a graphic picture of where your money goes: to mission work, 

for worship throughout the year, to educate our children, youth and adults, to 

care for members of the congregation and keep our church facilities up and 

running. It takes funds to keep our staff, programs and missions going, and it is 

only through your generous gifts that we can continue to do God’s work. 

Our goal for 2016 is to increase our pledges by 15%. This increase is possible 

if individuals increase their giving and if a larger percentage of the 

congregation pledges. Whatever the amount of your gift, your 

spirit of generosity and gratitude for God’s abundant love and 

grace are the most important elements in your giving. 
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Approximate Yearly Commitment 

Proportionate to Income Annual 

Income 
10% 8% 7% 6% 5% 4% 3% 

100,000 10,000 8,000 7,000 6,000 5,000 4,000 3,000 

75,000 7,500 6,000 5,250 4,500 3,750 2,800 2,100 

60,000 6,000 4,800 4,200 3,600 3,000 2,400 1,800 

50,000 5,000 4,000 3,500 3,000 2,500 2,000 1,500 

45,000 4,500 3,600 3,150 2,700 2,250 1,800 1,350 

40,000 4,000 3,200 2,800 2,400 2,000 1,600 1,200 

35,000 3,500 2,800 2,450 2,100 1,750 1,400 1,050 

30,000 3,000 2,400 2,100 1,800 1,500 1,200 900 

25,000 2,500 2,000 1,750 1,500 1,250 1,000 750 

20,000 2,000 1,600 1,400 1,200 1,000 800 600 
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Serving in Worship 

December 6, 2015 
9:00 Ushers: Don and Pat Yelton 
9:00 Communion Preparer: Barbara Sasser 
9:00 Communion Servers: Don Yelton, Pat Yelton, Lisa Whisenant, Sandy Sink 
9:00 Sound System: Michael Boulton 
11:00 Ushers:  Jay Jones, Ryan Morgan, Kit Schooley, Brandon Inscore, John Shackelford 
11:00 Communion Servers:  Hallie Smith, Ralph Lawrence, Jane Lawrence, Emily Thompson, Terry Schooley, 
 Susan Mills, Bob Kollar, Harold Shelton 
11:00 Sound System: Gene Campbell 
Communion Preparers: Carolyn Sherrick 
Home Communion Servers:  (Lois Crabtree), (Abe Jones), (Peg Lukens), (Loa and Bob Morris) (Rose Sharpe) 

Opening/Closing: Brandon Inscore, Harold Shelton 
Bread Delivery: Betty Peraldo, Rak Kreager 
 
December 13, 2015 
9:00 Ushers:  Sandy Scherzer and Donna Barrier 
9:00 Sound System:  Steve Drew 
11:00 Ushers: John Parker, Doug Campbell, Bo Rodenbough, Steve Dixon, Ed Bonkemeyer 
11:00 Sound System: Steve Sandercock 
Opening/Closing: Gene Campbell, Paul Aycock 
Bread Delivery: Beth and Buddy Milks 
 
December 20, 2015 
9:00 Ushers:  Ed and Peggy Kinard 
9:00 Sound System:  Bob Nordbruch 
11:00 Ushers: Hallie Smith, Skip Bailey, Becky Stump, Buddy Milks, Beth Milks, Susan Thomas 
11:00 Sound System: Steve Lacz 
Opening/Closing: Jim Egbert, Scott Berg 
Bread Delivery: George and Phyllis Setzer 
 
December 27, 2015 
10:00 Ushers: Frank and Afendra Wyatt  
10:00 Sound System: Rick Cromer 
Opening/Closing: Kregg Kinnear, Tim Peck 
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December 2015 Calendar 
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Pastor: Jeff Paschal 
jpaschal@guilfordpark.org 
Associate Pastor: Jo Nygard Owens 
jnowens@guilfordpark.org 
Parish Associate: Kit Schooley 
christopher.schooley@mac.com 
Children & Youth Educator: Kim Row 
krow@guilfordpark.org 
Organist & Director of Music Ministries:  
Bill Allred   ballred@guilfordpark.org 
Contemporary Music Director: Brian Fitts 
bltfitts@triad.rr.com 
YES Accompanist: Jordan Hart 
thatfridaynightthing@gmail.com  
Church Administrator: Lisa Boxley 
lboxley@guilfordpark.org 
Financial Administrator: Jane Sharpe 
jsharpe@guilfordpark.org 
Webmaster: Mark Gordon 
zosimov21@gmail.com 
Congregational Nurse: Janet Dawson 
janetydawson@gmail.com  
Preschool Director: Debbie Huneycutt 
dhuneycutt@guilfordpark.org 
Missionaries: 
Tim & Marta Carriker in Brazil and 
Pablo & Jan Feliciano in Mexico 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The January Guidepost deadline is  
DECEMBER 10. Please submit articles to  
Lisa Boxley at lboxley@guilfordpark.org. 

GUILFORD PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2100 Fernwood Drive   |   Greensboro, NC 27408   |   336.288.5452 

 www.guilfordpark.org   |   guilfordpark.wordpress.com   |   Find us on Facebook 

 9:00 11:00 

November 1 85 113 

November 8 66 102 

November 15 123 145 

November 22 98 112 

   

GPPC Staff 

Session Highlights from November 15, 2015 

    
    
    
    
    
     

ATTENDANCE 

•  Received Craig and Sylvia Nygard (Jo’s parents) into membership 
•  Watched a video and held a discussion about technical challenges and adaptive challenges 
  Congratulated the Worship Committee and Property Committee on the sanctuary renovations and the Stewardship  
     Committee for an excellent campaign 
•  Approved a love offering for a Clarence Darrow program on January 24 to assist Bread for the World and honor  
    Bob Herron 
•  Decided to become a member of the NC Council of Churches 
•  Agreed to host a FaithAction toy drive again 
•  Granted permission for a coat drive to be led by our children 

 

The Staff of Guilford Park Presbyterian Church  

wish you a very Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 

mailto:thatfridaynightthing@gmail.com
mailto:janetydawson@gmail.com

